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SHADES J. FREDERIC W. HARRIS i ERY little attention seems to be given by the average photographer to the
subject of light interference on the plate from other points than those of the object which is being
photographed. This extraneous light interference is responsible for more loss of brilliancy and contrast than is
generally supposed. The best proof of this is to photograph an outdoor subject which is near or surrounded by
reflecting surfaces, such as white walls, water, etc. Take several photographs, beginning with the lens pointing
directly away from the sun, then in other positions extending as far as one hundred degrees on both sides of the
first position. Try one set of pictures with the lens unprotected and another set with an improvised lens shade of
cardboard, and compare results. In making a lens shade, it is necessary to ascertain the exact angle for the
sides of the shade. This can be determined in the following manner. From a large piece of cardboard cut out of
i J. F. W. HARRIS the center a rectangular hole equal in size to the size of the plate or film which is to be used
with the lens in question. Mount this cardboard vertically in a wooden block, the longer side of the hole parallel
to the longer edge of the ground glass, and the center of the hole at...
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