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indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: . of which he bored a hole with a penknife. It was not till long after the
story was published that my own brother--who had voyaged in Southern seas--wrote to draw my attention to
the fact that the cocoanut is nearly as large as a man s head, and its outer husk is over an inch thick, so that no
ordinary penknife could bore to its interior! Of course | should have known this, and, perhaps, should be
ashamed of my ignorance, but, somehow I m not! | admit that this was a slip, but such, and other slips, hardly
justify the remark that some people have not hesitated to make--namely, that | have a tendency to draw the
long bow. | feel almost sensitive on this point, for | have always laboured to be true to nature and to fact even in
my wildest flights of fancy. This reminds me of the remark made to myself once by a lady in reference to this
same Coral Island. There is one thing, Mr. Ballantyne, she said, which | really find it hard to believe. You make
one of your three boys dive into a clear pool, go to the bottom, and then, turning on his back, look up and wink
and laugh at the other two. No, no, not laugh said |, remonstratively. Well, then, you make him smile. Ah! that is
true, but there is a vast difference between laughing and smiling under water. But...
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