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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. It was early spring in 1864. The weather was cold, and a misting rain
was falling. | was huddled around a small campfire with eighteen other soldiers. It was suppertime, and we
were eating our beans and hardtack. We heard a low boom of cannon, and seconds later, a canister round hit
right in the campfire, exploding and spewing deadly fragments everywhere. Oh, that s positively awful, Luke.
Did it kill anyone? Josh asked, aghast. Yes. It killed everyone. Or so they thought, Luke spoke slowly, and Josh
became puzzled. What do you mean by that, Luke? | don t understand, Josh asked, rubbing his chin. It was the
fastest | ever saw a grave-digging detail formed. They dragged the broken, bleeding bodies and put them in a
heap, and began to dig. | was in that heap of bodies, more dead than alive. | was still conscious, but in severe
shock. | slowly realized that | was about to be buried with those dead soldiers. | mustered all my strength, and
shouted as best | could, You men! One of us is still breathing! Oh, Luke; that is the most frightening thing | have
ever heard! Almost buried alive! Then what happened? Josh was clinging to the arms of his chair so tightly that
his knuckles were white. Of course, they immediately pulled me out of the pile, and carried me to the field
hospital, the very hospital where | had been working. The doctor took one look at me, and even he turned pale.
Then he knelt beside my cot and said, Luke, the right arm and the left leg need to come off. I...
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