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Delivered Before the New Hampshire Society of Colonial Wars, September 2, 1909 Gentlemen of the Society,
Ladies and Gentlemen: At the beginning of the 18th century England, France and Spain were contending for the
possession of the New World. The colonies of Spain were generally in the south and had no essential influence in
determining the control of New England or Canada. France had possession of Canada and the territory along
the ocean east of the Kennebec, and that fronting on the Gulf of St. Lawrence. In addition to Canada, these
possessions were known by the French as Acadia, Isle St. Jean, St. Christopher and Isle Royale or Cape Breton.
The English colonies extended from the Kennebec in Maine to the southern limit of Georgia. Theoretically they
extended toward the west indefinitely. The French early in the century planned to extend their settlements in
Canada along the river St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes and thence down the Ohio and the Mississippi to
Louisiana, encircling by their stations and forts the colonies of England with the intention of preventing their
growth westward. This plan was larger and wiser than they had the capacity to execute. The French were
generally Romanists and the English Protestants - many of them Puritans. Each in time of war with the other
sought the cooperation of the Indians. The French, by their courtesy and fellowship, even comradeship with
them, were uniformly more successful in such alliances than the English. Besides this, the Indians were more
attracted by the ornate rituals of the Catholic service and mass than by the cold rigidity of...
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