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Introductionl am a 70-year-old black male who was born in Mississippi in 1941 to an 18-year-old unwed mother
with one child. My parents were sharecroppers. | did not know my biological father until | was 15 years old. |
grew up in dire poverty in the pre-Civil Rights south, chopping and picking cotton for ten hours a day, eight
months of the year. | was a high school dropout and had my first child, out of wedlock, at the tender age of 17.
One year later | married my beautiful 17-year-old childhood sweetheart and by age 26 | was the father of four
children. By age 33, | had obtained a Bachelors and Masters degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. |
overcame my difficult beginnings to become the successful person | am today. This year, my wife Yvonne and |
celebrated our 52nd anniversary. Thanks to a lot of hard work and Gods blessings, | now live in Brown Deer,
Wis. , a suburb of Milwaukee, and have a winter home in a gated community in Orlando, Fla. I live in a beautiful
house, have a large collection of African-American art, photographs, and mementos, drive a luxury car, and
am not without resources and material comforts. | am surrounded by treasured books by William Faulkner,
James Baldwin, Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison, W. E. B. Dubois, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Marcus Garvey, and
numerous other authors who have written about the African-American experience in America. | am truly
blessed with a rich network of friends going back to elementary school including my best friend, my loving wife
Yvonne. | have four children, eight grandchildren, and three great grandchildren, all blessed with good health
and sound...
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