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Helion & Company. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Theirs Not to Reason Why: Horsing the British
Army, 1875-1925, Graham Winton, Nominated for the Royal Historical Society Whitfield Book Prize
2013Nominated for the NYMAS Arthur Goodzeit Book Award 2013Nominated for the SAHR Templer Medal
2013This book provides the first comprehensive study of the British Army s horse services between 1875-1925,
including the use of horses in the 1899-1902 Anglo-Boer and the 1914-18 wars. There is a particular focus on the
military procurement of horses in relation to the domestic horse breeding industry, foreign supply in times of
war, the debate about mechanization versus the horse and an integrated military transport system. During the
1899-1902 war the recently created Army Veterinary and Remount Departments and Horse Registration Scheme
were severely tested and found wanting. Following the appalling suffering and loss of horses during this War,
the period 1902 to 1914 was critical for the development of the horse services. The crucial elements in effectively
horsing the Army were recognized - supply, care, and organization. The Army depended on the creation of a
rapid and effective horse mobilization scheme and the ability to sustain expansion in the field. The civilian
horse market was central to the supply of military horses in peace and war, and by obtaining reliable
information on the number and type of horses available to them, the Army could guarantee a regular supply.
There was also a need to learn lessons from the 1899-1902 war for the planning and expansion of auxiliary
services, for example blacksmiths, saddlers, remount depots and veterinary hospitals. On the outbreak of war
in 1914 the Army had an organized reserve and mobilization scheme; a completely integrated transport system
using horses, mechanized vehicles and rail networks. As the war progressed there were serious questions
about...
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