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Excerpt: . . . 11 committee that, as you will quickly discover, if you dont already know, is a very bipartisan
committee. We work very hard on behalf of veterans, and hopefully that will continue, and I have no doubt that
it will continue. Welcome to the Committee. Applause. The C. Id like to now ask that our distinguished Inspec-
HAIRMAN tor General, make his presentation. STATEMENT OF RICHARD J. GRIFFIN RIFFIN Mr. G. I am
accompanied today by Dr. John David Daigh, who is my Assistant Inspector General for Health Care
Inspections. Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. Since
last years hearing, we have issued 250 reports with actual or potential monetary benefits of over 2 billion. While
much progress has been made, much work remains to be done. I will highlight some of the more significant
management areas where continued improvement is needed. The lack of staGing standards for physicians and
nurses as re-quired by Public Law 107 - 135, which was enacted in January of 2002, continues to impair VHAs
ability to adequately manage per-sonnel resources. Our current review of nurse staGing disclosed that the
nursing shortage is aGecting patient care, employee mo-rale and costs at VHA facilities. Facility leaders might
have been able to mitigate these consequences had VHA developed and imple-mented staGing standards. Our
follow-up to the 2003 physician time and attendance audit found that VHAs implementation of management
controls con-tinues...
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