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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .upon the discoverer. Gray died in 1806 at Charleston, and he died in
poverty. CHAPTER Il LEWIS AND CLARK THOUGH Gray suffered eclipse, and though the Government of the
United States maintained an attitude of indifference towards his discovery, there was one American statesman
with that vision of his nation s natural domain which had inspired the sweeping phrase from sea to sea in the
charters granted to the first English colonists. Thomas Jefferson dreamed of expansion to the Pacific Ocean for
at least twenty years before the way opened to put his desire into effect. In December, 1783, he had written on
this matter to George Rogers Clark, whose military genius during the Revolution had given the young Republic
its farthest western boundary. The fact that the British at this time entertained the idea of exploration overland
apparently had its influence on Jefferson, for he wrote: | find they have subscribed a very large sum of money
in England for exploring the country from the Mississippi to California. They pretend it is only to promote
knowledge. | am afraid they have thoughts of colonising into that quarter. Some of us have been talking here in
a feeble way of making the attempt to search that country. But | doubt whether we have enough of that kind of
spirit to raise the money. How would you like to lead such a party? tho | am afraid our prospect is not worth
asking the question. Jefferson s...
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