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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Report of the Proceedings of the Conference on
Inland Navigation, Birmingham, February 12th, 1895: With Map of English Canals The President said that the
members were about to consider several papers on canals written by gentlemen specially competent to deal
with the subject. Probably some of the members might not have much technical knowledge concerning canals,
but it did not require such knowledge to be able to appreciate the great importance of all means of transport to
an industry such as the mining industry of this country, which produced 200,000,000 tons of minerals annually -
cheap and efficient means of transport were to it of vital importance. The question of cheap transport assumed
additional importance in times of depressed trade, and the South Staffordshire coal-field was served by canals
to a greater extent than most others, so that both the time and place of this meeting seemed specially
appropriate for the consideration of these papers. The inland navigations of this country appeared from
various causes to have been greatly neglected since the advent of railways, and in this respect we were said to
lag behind many European nations and the United States of America. Various reasons were assigned for the
present inefficiency of inland waterways, one of which was the effect of railway control over a considerable
portion of them, and in so far as it eliminated competition this seemed to be a natural consequence of such
control. Another cause was the want of uniformity of gauge in the construction of canals, which must be fatal
to the efficiency of the system as a whole. The adoption of some form of mechanical haulage also seemed...
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