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Subject: Medicine -- Education (Graduate) -- United States -- History. Excerpt: . . . Enclosure | Background
Medical education ( cont. ) The length of residency training varies depending on the specialty chosen. Three
years for primary care fields, such as family medicine, general internal medicine, and general pediatrics. Five
years for general surgery. Fellowship training to become a subspecialist can add one or more years. To become
a cardiothoracic surgeon, a medical school graduate must complete a general surgery residency followed by a
cardiothoracic surgery fellowship. To become a cardiologist, a medical school graduate must complete an
internal medicine residency followed by a cardiology fellowship. Postgraduate medical training generally
occurs at hospitals, medical centers, and Veterans Affairs facilities. Each program determines how many
residents or fellows it would like to train. Most postgraduate training programs are accredited by the
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education ( ACGME ), which evaluates a programs ability to
adequately train the desired number of residents by considering the programs facilities, faculty size, and other
factors. 9 15 GAO-09-438R Graduate Medical Education This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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