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.summarizes the results of a study undertaken to determine the
cost of maintaining a minimum American standard of living in
Fall River, Massachusetts, in October, 1919, and also the cost of
maintaining a somewhat more liberal standard. For the
purpose of this study, the cost of living was estimated with
reference to the needs of a man, his wife and three children
under 14 years of age. No attempt was made to secure family
budgets from representative wage-earners. Instead, the
amount of food, clothing, fuel, heat, light and other items
needed to meet the requirements of a decent standard of living
was carefully estimated on the basis of several budget studies
made by other authorities, and prices of these various items
were obtained. Thus, while the final estimate of the money cost
of maintaining a definite standard of living is not based on
actual family expenditures,...
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